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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Royston  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  my  Annual 
Report  as  to  the  condition  of  your  district. 

The  weather  during  the  last  12  months  has 
been  fairly  equable,  there  having  been  no  extremes 
of  either  hot  or  cold. 

General  Remarks. 

The  population  at  General  Census  ...  1901  ...  4397 

Estimated  population  at  end  of  year  ...  1901  ...  4455 

„  „  „  ...  1902  ...  4692 

„  „  „  ...  1903  ...  4943 

„  „  „  ...  1904  ...  5207 

„  „  „  ...  1905  ...  5486 

During  the  year  1905  the  number  of  new 
dwelling-houses  built  was  56. 

The  number  of  inhabited  dwelling-houses  in 
Royston  at  the  end  of  1905  was  992,  so  taking 
the  population  at  5486,  the  number  of  persons 
per  house  =  5. 
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Table  I. 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  at  a  glance. 


Area  of  Royston  township  ...  ...  ...  1022  acres 

Population  at  last  census  ...  ...  ...  ...  4397 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  at  last  census  ...  ...  804 

Estimated  population,  June  30th,  1905  ...  ...  5486 

No.  of  inhabited  houses,  Dec.  31st,  1905 

No.  of  houses  completed  and  certified,  1905  ...  ...  56 

No.  of  nuisances  abated  in  1905  by  notices  and  verbally  33 
Deaths  during  1905  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Death  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  16-8  per  1000 

Births  registered  in  1905  ...  ...  ...  ...  206 

Birth  rate...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37-6  per  1000 

Infantile  mortality  per  1000  births  ...  ...  175 

Zymotic  death  rate  is  (of  notifiable  diseases)  ..  ...  nil 

Total  notification  of  infectious  disease  ...  ...  56 


The  above  Table  forms  in  itself  an  epitome 
of  the  Sanitary  state  of  the  District. 

•j 


Births. 


206 

Births  were 

’egistered  in  1905. 

January 

15 

August  ... 

13 

February 

20 

September 

19 

March  ... 

10 

October 

26 

April 

17 

November 

16 

May  ... 

24 

December 

12 

June 

19 

July 

...  15 

Total  ... 

206 

5 


As  to  sex,  91  males,  115  females.  Out  of 
these  5  were  illigitimates. 


Birth  rate  in  1901 

4(r0 

per  1000  population. 

„  1902 

39-6 

)>  11 

„  1903 

45-5 

11  11 

„  1904 

37-3 

11  V 

,,  1905 

37-6 

11  11 

Births  in 

1901 

205 

11 

1902 

186 

11 

1903 

225 

11 

1904 

194 

92  Deaths  were  i 

Deaths. 

•e  mstered 

o 

in  1905,  of  which 

were  males,  43  females. 

Included  in  the  above  are  10  Coroner’s  inquests. 

Deaths. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1000 
of  estimated  population. 

1901 

118 

26-5 

1902 

121 

25 -S 

1903 

107 

21-6 

1904 

1 14 

21-9 

1905 

92 

16-8 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  1905 
has  been  a  very  satisfactory  year. 

Coming  to  the  infantile  portion  of  the  deaths, 
i.e.,  those  under  12  months,  the  number  is  36. 
Rate  per  1000  births  registered,  175.  As  usual 
the  infantile  mortality  is  the  greater  proportion 
of  the  death  rate,  and  if  compared  with  recent 
years  is  about  the  same  in  average. 
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The  causes  which  chiefly  lead  to  this  state  of 
affairs  are,  to  my  mind,  as  follows  : — Early 
marriage,  children  coming  too  quickly  (conse¬ 
quently  neither  mother  nor  child  have  any 
strength  or  stamina),  improper  feeding,  and 
lastly,  but  not  least,  that  “Noah’s  Ark”  fetish, 
which  has  been  handed  down  from  the  Flood, 
that  the  longer  a  child  is  suckled  the  less  chance 
it  has  of  having  its  nose  knocked  out  by  the 
appearance  of  another  child. 


Infantile  Mortality. 


1901 

Number. 

37 

Rate  per  1000 
births  registered. 

181 

1902 

... 

38 

204 

1903 

36 

160 

1904 

... 

37 

191 

1905 

... 

36 

175 

As  to  the  causes  of  Infantile  Death  the  follow- 


ing  are  : — 

Measles  ... 

3 

Convulsions 

19 

Diarrhoea ... 

.  .  . 

1 

Bronchitis 

3 

Gastritis  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

Other  causes 

3 

Premature  birth  ... 

2 

— 

Marasmus 

... 

4 

36 

Deaths  per  Month, 

all  Ages  and 

Sex. 

January  ...  14 

m.  8 

f.  6 

August 

7 

m.  3 

f.  4 

February  ...  6 

m.  3 

f.  3 

September... 

8 

m.  3 

f. 

5 

March  ...  11 

m.  7 

f.  4 

October 

10 

m.  7 

f. 

3 

April .  5 

f.  5 

November... 

6 

m.  4 

f. 

2 

May  .  10 

m.  5 

f.  5 

December  .. 

3 

m.  2 

f. 

1 

June .  6 

m.  2 

f.  4 

_ 

July  .  6 

m.  5 

f.  1 

92 
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Table  of  Causes  of  Death. 


All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 

Year. 

1 

and 

under 

5. 

5 

and 

under 

25. 

25 

and 

under 

65. 

65 

and 

up¬ 

wards. 

Measles 

9 

3 

6 

Diarrhoea 

Phthisis  Pulmona  ... 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

l 

Cancer 

4 

4 

Bronchitis  ... 

12 

3 

4 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  ... 

Premature  Birth 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Heart  Disease 

8 

l 

4 

3 

Accidents 

1 

1 

Convulsions... 

19 

19 

Tabes  Mesenteria  ... 

3 

3 

Marasmus  .. 

4 

4 

Rheumatism  .. 

1 

l 

Perityphtitis  .. 
Enlarged  Prostate  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Senile  Decay 

1 

1 

Apoplexy 

3 

3 

Gastritis 

4 

1 

3 

Other  causes 

9 

3 

6 

92 

36 

18 

2 

27 

9 
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Zymotic  Diseases. 

56  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  noti¬ 
fied  during  1905,  namely  : — 

Small-pox.  Diphtheria.  Erysipelas.  Scarlet  Fever. 

9  5  1  41 

There  have  also  been  between  50  and  60  cases 
of  Measles. 

In  1904  there  were  84  Infectious  cases  re¬ 
ported— 

Small-pox.  Diphtheria.  Erysipelas.  Scarlet  Fever. 

—  71  1  12 

Small-pox. 

This  first  broke  out  in  Common  Lane  in 
January,  and  as  none  of  the  people  in  the  house 
had  been  away,  it  was  very  difficult  to  ascertain 
how  it  had  been  imported  ;  the  men  in  the  house 
consented  to  be  vaccinated,  but  the  women 
would  not,  so  as  a  consequence  one  of  the  latter 
took  the  disease,  as  also  did  one  of  the  vaccinated 
men,  but  only  in  a  mitigated  form.  There  was 
also  another  case  in  Coronation  Avenue,  Midland 
Road,  and  all  the  contacts  were  vaccinated,  but 
one  of  the  adults,  notwithstanding,  took  a  miti¬ 
gated  form  of  the  complaint. 

In  February  and  March  it  broke  out  in  Chapel 
Fold,  High  Street,  there  being  4  cases,  2  mitigated 
by  vaccination,  and  1,  who  refused,  died. 

These  9  cases  were  removed  to  the  Infectious 
Hospital,  at  Lund  Wood,  and  the  houses  disin¬ 
fected,  wall  paper  stripped,  and  the  bedding 
destroyed. 
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Diptheria. 

It  is  perhaps  the  pleasantest  part  of  my  report 
to  remark  on  the  few  cases  of  the  above  complaint 
for  the  year,  namely  5. 

These  occurred  in  the  first  two  months  of  the 
year,  and  since  then  there  has  been  no  recurrence 
of  this  troublesome  and  lingering  disease,  which 
like  the  poor  has  been  with  us  on  and  off  for 
nearly  three  years.  I  attribute  the  removal  of 
the  cases  to  the  Infection  Hospital  as  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  its  dying  out. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

As  often  happens  when  one  disease  leaves 
another  takes  its  place,  and  in  January  Scarlet 
Fever  appeared,  and  during  the  year  there  have 
been  41  cases,  all  of  which  have  been  removed 
to  the  Kendray  Fever  Hospital.  The  most  cases 
occurred  in  July,  when  there  were  12.  The  com¬ 
plaints  mentioned  have  never  risen  to  epidemic 
proportions,  consequently  there  has  been  no 
necessitv  for  closing  the  schools. 

M  HASLES. 

During  the  spring  of  the  year  Measles  to  the 
extent  of  40  to  (SO  cases  appeared,  and  then  died 
suddenly  away. 

The  Water  Supply. 

Both  quality  and  quantity  good. 

The  Gas. 

Under  its  improved  conditions  has  proved 
a  great  boon. 
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Sanitary  Matters. 

Both  general  and  special  inspections  were  made 
during  the  year  and  reported  to  you  at  your 
monthly  meetings. 

Owing  to  the  increased  number  of  houses  over¬ 
crowding  has  greatly  diminished. 

Scavenging. 


Has  been  efficiently  done. 

Sewerage. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  after  the  disappointing 
results  of  broad  irrigation  and  intermittent  filtra¬ 
tion  that  the  bacteriological  filters  will  have 
happier  results. 

The  roads  are  showing  signs  of  improvement. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  B.  ESKRIGGE,  M.R.C.S., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Royston, 

Jan.  31st,  1906. 
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